


River Legacy Nature School provides an environment 

that encourages a child’s inborn sense of wonder to 

flourish through indoor activities at the Living Science 

Center as well as during outdoor explorations.

The Living Science Center overlooks a forested park, 

allowing 3- through 5-year-old children to witness  

classroom lessons 

coming to life. 

Students watch the 

leaves change  

colors as they  

discuss the “hows 

and whys” of the 

changing seasons, 

or observe  

squirrels storing 

acorns while learning how animals prepare for winter.

Every Nature School session includes a trip into the 

woods, weather permitting. In the outdoor  

garden, students gain hands-on experience with 

plants, soil and composting.  

Through exploration of the 

environment and the  

creatures that inhabit it, 

children learn not only 

about nature, but about their 

place in it as well.

River Legacy Nature School Inquiry-Based Curriculum
Nature School’s balanced curriculum encourages  

a hands-on, minds-on exploration of nature, enhanced 

through music, art, literature and dramatic play. Indoor 

and outdoor activities provide children with meaningful 

opportunities to develop math and science process 

skills.  

All lessons are age-appropriate and build 

on previous lessons as the class  

progresses.

3-year-olds focus on wildlife found in River 

Legacy Parks, such as squirrels, raccoons,  

opossums, owls, snakes, turtles, bees and 

ladybugs. In the spring, their focus shifts 

to the investigation of trees, wildflowers, 

mosses and mushrooms. 

4- & 5-year-olds explore the natural  

habitats of River Legacy Parks, and the creatures and 

plants that live there. Among the units of study are The 

Living Tree, The Forest Floor and The Creek.

Nature School teachers eagerly share in the  

children’s inborn sense of wonder. A ratio of one  

highly qualified teacher and assistant for every class of 

nine to 12 students 

assures that each child 

receives plenty of  

personal attention.
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